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the retention of the privilege by this Library. The charge was laid
against the Commission that no person representing the Advo-
cates' Library, the Bodleian Library, the University Library of
Cambridge, or Trinity College, Dublin, was asked to give evi-
dence in defence of the privilege. The Faculty suggested that
some mistake may have arisen from misapprehension as to the
order of business of the Commission, but they stressed the fact
of their anxious willingness to have given all the information
possible in regard to the meagre funds and consequent poor
management of their Library. The Faculty further stated that
they had waited vainly for an intimation as to the time when such
evidence would be taken, and now they were under the disad-
vantage (along with the other three libraries) of being obliged to
state their case after the conclusion of the Commission had been
formed and the Report made.
Paragraph 19 of the printed Statement read as follows:
"It is not easy for the Scottish people to appreciate the fairness of
the proposal, that the only great Library having a complete collection of
published books, to which the Legislature of the three Kingdoms af-
forded assistance, should be in London. Is it not rather the duty, as
well as the best policy, of the Legislature to provide reasonable facility
for the prosecution of literary and scientific pursuits to the inhabitants
of all the three Kingdoms, as far as practicable, on a footing of fair
equality? The encouragement of scientific, literary, and artistic insti-
tutions both in Edinburgh and in Dublin, has, accordingly, hitherto
been dealt with by the House of Commons as a matter of Imperial
policy, and this is a course of action only in accordance with the spirit
of the Treaty of Union, which gives to the people of each country equal
privileges."
The copyright privilege was retained.1 The Library thereafter
grew in size and richness, and this augmenting process continued
yearly at an increasing ratio.
Unsuccessful attempts to obtain public support for the Library
were made in 1864, 1869, and 1873 until, in 1911, the copyright
privilege was again endangered.2 The above printed Statement
was re-issued and circulated and, in 1912, after the privilege had
been ceded,3 the Faculty resolved on definite action. The out-
break of the Great War in 1914 unfortunately terminated tem-
1  See ante, p. 77.
2  See ante, p. 109.
5 See ante, p. 110.